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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 

for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 

BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 

business is closed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-

TATION AND RELATED AGEN-

CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will now 

resume consideration of H.R. 2299, 

which the clerk will report by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2299) making appropriations 

for the Department of Transportation and 

related agencies for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 2002, and for other purposes. 

Pending:

Murray/Shelby amendment No. 1025, in the 

nature of a substitute. 

Murray/Shelby amendment No. 1030 (to 

amendment No. 1025), to enhance the inspec-

tion requirements for Mexican motor car-

riers seeking to operate in the United States 

and to require them to display decals. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, we 

are this morning discussing the Trans-

portation appropriations bill. As Mem-

bers know, this bill contains many, 

many important infrastructure 

projects across this country for Mem-

bers’ airports, the Coast Guard, roads, 

infrastructure, bridges. We are trying 

diligently to move this bill forward so 

we can make progress and move to the 

House for a conference so we can do our 

duty in terms of the transportation in-

frastructure in this country and get-

ting those projects funded. 

I know many Members have priority 

projects in here they want to make 

sure are included. Senator SHELBY and

I have been working extremely hard to-

gether in a bipartisan manner to en-

sure those projects move forward in a 

timely fashion. 

We implore all of our colleagues who 

have amendments to come to the floor 

this morning. It is 10:30 on Wednesday 

morning. We are here. We are ready. 

We are waiting for those amendments 

to be offered. I understand Senator 

GRAHAM of Florida will be here shortly 

to offer his. I let all Members know, 

postcloture their amendments may 

fall, and we are going to be moving to 

that very quickly. Members have this 

morning, the next hour and a half, to 

offer any amendments they would like 

to have considered, either to be in-

cluded in a voice vote that we hope to 

have or to be offered as amendments. 

Otherwise, they may not get their 

project debated on the floor and in-

cluded in our bill. 
Senator SHELBY and I are ready to 

consider any amendments that Mem-

bers bring. We let them know that if 

they don’t bring them shortly, they 

will probably not be allowed to be of-

fered or included in the bill. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I 

come to the floor to speak again about 

the issue of highway safety and the 

issue of allowing Mexican long-haul 

truckers to come in beyond the 20-mile 

limit in this country because, as the 

President suggests, that is part of what 

NAFTA requires. I disagree with that. 
Before I talk about that issue, I will 

talk about something that happened 

yesterday and has been happening day 

after day on the floor of the House. A 

colleague stood up yesterday and said: 

Is this a way to run the Senate? He was 

upset at the end of the day that not 

much had happened on this appropria-

tions bill. What is happening on these 

appropriations bills is, we are working 

in the Appropriations Committee to 

get these bills out. The chairman of the 

committee, Senator BYRD, and the 

ranking member, Senator STEVENS,

have done a wonderful job working 

with all of the subcommittees. We are 

getting the bills out of the Senate Ap-

propriations Committee. We are get-

ting them to the floor of the Senate. 

What we see is a slow-motion action by 

people in the Senate who decide they 

really don’t want the Senate to act. 

They don’t want the Senate to move. 
I don’t think it is in the Senate’s in-

terest and I don’t think it is in the 

country’s interest to slow this process 

down. We have very limited time. We 

on the Appropriations Committee have 

tried to do a serious job of putting to-

gether good appropriations bills that 

we can consider, to move forward, so 

we can have conferences and get the 

spending bills in place and signed into 

law before October 1. 
Senator MURRAY and Senator SHELBY

have worked on this piece of legisla-

tion. While I have differences on the 

issue of Mexican trucking with not 

only the chairman and the ranking 

member, I also have differences, very 

substantial differences, with others 

who want to offer amendments from 

the other side. We ought to be able to 

resolve it, have the amendments and 

have the votes and move on, finish 

whatever other amendments are avail-

able to be offered to this bill, go to 

third reading, and pass this appropria-

tions bill. 
I bet Senator MURRAY and Senator 

SHELBY, who have exhibited enormous 

patience sitting on the floor waiting 

for people to offer amendments, would 

like nothing better than to have this 

Senate dispatch this bill. Today. Move 

the amendments. Get this bill out of 

here.
While someone stands on the floor 

and says, is this any way to run the 

Senate, the way Senator DASCHLE and

other leaders are trying to run the Sen-

ate, bringing bills to the floor, offering 

amendments, and getting the bills 

passed, others are sitting on the back 

seat of the bicycle built for two with 

the brakes on, peddling up hill. 
The message is either lead or get out 

of the way for those who want to stall 

the business. Senator DASCHLE has

come to the floor and said that these 

are the pieces of legislation we have to 

finish before the end of next week. He 

is serious about that. He should be. He 

understands what the Senate has to ac-

complish. We have some who don’t care 

much; they want to stall and stall and 

stall.
We have a number of appropriations 

bills that are waiting. Let’s get this 

bill done and then move on. It seems to 

me it serves no national purpose to 

hold up appropriations bills for any 

great length of time. 
Having said that—which I said be-

cause I was nonplused by someone 

standing up being critical of the way 

the Senate is being run when we are 

doing the right thing but we are not 

getting the cooperation; we need the 

cooperation to get these things done— 

we ask for more cooperation today to 

see if we cannot get this appropriations 

bill moving and through the Senate. 
This morning’s Washington Post says 

‘‘Battle on Mexican Trucking Heats 

Up.’’ It describes two positions on the 

issue of Mexican trucking. Really, 

there are three positions. I want to de-

scribe the one the Washington Post for-

got to mention. There is the position 

that is offered in this legislation by 

Senator MURRAY and Senator SHELBY.

They have negotiated and reached a po-

sition that describes certain conditions 

that must be met before Mexican long- 

haul trucks move into this country. 

The other position is the position 

adopted by the House by a nearly 2–1 

vote which says we cannot spend 

money; we are prohibited from spend-

ing money to approve the licenses or 

approve the permits to allow Mexican 

trucks to come into this country be-

yond the 20-mile limit during the com-

ing fiscal year. I happen to favor the 

House approach because I think that is 

the only way to stop what otherwise 

inevitably will happen. 
The approach taken by the Chair of 

the subcommittee and the ranking 

member is one that I think has merit, 

but one that I think requires certifi-

cations that certain things are met. 

My experience with certifications is 

that if an administration wants to do 

something, it will certify anything. I 

worry very much it will not stop what 

I don’t want to happen. What I don’t 
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